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defense program in a manner that encour-
ages industrial participation by other na-
tions. Demonstrating the important role
played by our friends and allies, as part
of our initial missile defense capabilities,
the United States will seek agreement from
the United Kingdom and Denmark to up-
grade early-warning radars on their terri-
tory.

The new strategic challenges of the 21st
century require us to think differently, but

they also require us to act. The deployment
of missile defenses is an essential element
of our broader efforts to transform our de-
fense and deterrence policies and capabili-
ties to meet the new threats we face. De-
fending the American people against these
new threats is my highest priority as Com-
mander in Chief and the highest priority
of my administration.

Statement on the Resignation of Nick Calio as Assistant to the President

for Legislative Affairs
December 17, 2002

Nick Calio has been a valuable and trust-
ed member of my administration since the
day I took office. As my top staff represent-
ative on Capitol Hill, he has been at the
center of major legislative victories, from
landmark education reforms to historic tax
relief for the American people. Members

Joint Statement by President George
Voronin on U.S.-Moldovan Relations
December 17, 2002

We welcome the positive development
and expansion of U.S.-Moldovan relations
over the last 11 years. The relationship of
our two countries is based on a shared
commitment to promoting prosperity, free-
dom, and security in Moldova and through-
out the region.

Together, we reaffirm our support for
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Republic of Moldova, and underscore
our determination to bring the
Transnistrian separatist conflict to a peace-
ful resolution. We stress our continued
commitment to the ongoing OSCE-led
Transnistria talks and, in particular, to the

of Congress have always been able to rely
on Nick’s integrity, forthrightness, and civil-
ity. I have been able to count on his good
judgment, his energy, and his loyalty. He
has given 2 years of faithful service, and
he leaves with my gratitude and friendship.

W. Bush and President Vladimir

Kiev Document as the basis for negotiation
of a lasting settlement.

We note and welcome the Russian Fed-
eration’s intention to implement fully its
commitments undertaken at the OSCE’s
Istanbul Summit by completing the with-
drawal of its forces from the territory of
Moldova by December 31, 2003. We urge
Transnistria’s authorities to support uncon-
ditionally this process. If the Transnistrian
authorities continue systematically to create
obstacles for the disposal or withdrawal of
Russian ammunition and military equip-
ment, we are prepared to consider together
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with other concerned countries targeted
measures directed at the Tiraspol regime.

We recognize the progress that Moldova
has made in transforming its economy in
a free market direction, most notably in
the agricultural sector. At the same time,
we are cognizant of the economic chal-
lenges currently facing Moldova, including
Moldova’s particularly difficult debt situa-
tion. We are in complete accord that
Moldova must strengthen its reform efforts,
especially in the areas of privatization and
the energy sector, and improve its invest-
ment climate. We agreed that with strong
and clearly demonstrated performance
under Moldova’s IMF program, the United
States would consider participating in a
comprehensive plan to stabilize Moldova’s
debt outlook in the medium term.

We note and welcome Moldova’s positive
record since independence in conducting
free and fair elections and in implementing
democratic reforms. We pledge our com-
mitment to upholding the principles of de-

mocracy and human rights and to observing
them in practice. To this end, we under-
score the vital importance of further
progress in meeting OSCE election stand-
ards and in strengthening free and inde-
pendent media in Moldova.

Finally, we reaffirm the importance of
continued cooperation between the United
States and Moldova in promoting regional
security, including through our common ef-
forts at combating the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction; transnational
crime; and trafficking in persons. We will
deepen our cooperation to combat inter-
national terrorist threats to world peace
both in our own countries and internation-
ally. The United States appreciates
Moldova’s support in the global war on ter-
rorism.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the E-Government Act of 2002

December 17, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2458,
the “E-Government Act of 2002.” This leg-
islation builds upon my Administration’s ex-
panding E-Government initiative by ensur-
ing strong leadership of the information
technology activities of Federal agencies, a
comprehensive framework for information
security standards and programs, and uni-
form safeguards to protect the confiden-
tiality of information provided by the public
for statistical purposes. The Act will also
assist in expanding the use of the Internet
and computer resources in order to deliver
Government services, consistent with the
reform principles I outlined on July 10,
2002, for a citizen-centered, results-ori-
ented, and market-based Government.
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Title IT of this Act authorizes agencies
to award “share-in-savings” contracts under
which contractors share in the savings
achieved by agencies through the provision
of technologies that improve or accelerate
their work. The executive branch shall en-
sure, consistent with applicable law, that
these contracts are operated according to
sound fiscal policy and limit authorized
waivers for funding of potential termination
costs to appropriate circumstances, so as
to minimize the financial risk to the Gov-
ernment.

Title III of this Act is the Federal Infor-
mation Security Management Act of 2002.
It is very similar to title X of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002, which also bears the
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